Environmental Governance Recognition Award

Recognising LSGs Achievements in Environmental Governance

Introduction

The Joint UN Programme PRO-lLocal Governance for People and Nature (PRO LGPN Programme)
contributes to improving the well-being and quality of life of citizens through improved local governance,
social inclusion and environmental protection in 110 cities and municipalities throughout Serbia. The
Government of Switzerland has allocated USD 9.4 million to fund the PRO LGPN Programme which is
jointly implemented by the United Nations Agencies in Serbia - UNOPS, UNICEF, UNFPA and UNEP, over a
period of 48 months.

To achieve the PRO LGPN Programme’s Objective, the intervention focuses on three key Pillars and
Outcomes:
1. Pillar Good Governance, Outcome 1: Local self-governments (LSGs) improve capacities and apply
good governance principles in practice;
2. Pillar Social Inclusion, Outcome 2: LSGs and other relevant local actors improve capacities and
develop evidence-based local social protection policies;
3. Pillar Environmental Governance, Outcome 3: LSGs improve capacities and apply environmental
governance processes in practice.

The key stakeholders, but also direct users of support at the local level, are local governments (cities and
municipalities), including their administrations/staff, organisations, and local institutions (Centres for
Social Work - CSWs, Primary Health Centres - PHCs, pre-school institutions and schools), local Civil Society
Organisations — CSOs. The final users of support are the citizens from participating LSGs.

All PRO LGPN Programme activities are undertaken in partnership with the Government of Serbia,
especially the Ministry of Public Administration and Local Self-Governments (MPALSG), the Ministry of
Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs (MLEVSA), the Ministry of Environmental Protection
(MEP), and the Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities (SCTM).

The PRO LGPN Programme coordinates its activities with the key line-national-level institutions, while
observing the national strategies, laws and relevant development documents, which contributes to
sustainability, ensures national ownership and develops national capacities.

Environmental Governance Intervention

Under the Environmental Governance Pillar, the PRO LGPN Programme supports LSGs in strengthening
their capacity to improve environmental governance at the local level.

In the initial phase, technical assistance was provided to 20 LSGs selected through the PRO LGPN
Programme’s Snapshot Assessment in 2023. The support focused on integrating environmental
governance practices into regular local administration, including improvements in planning, coordination,
monitoring, and stakeholder engagement.


https://pro.org.rs/en

As part of this support, LSGs worked on revising or developing local environmental policies and regulatory
frameworks through participatory processes involving relevant local stakeholders, including civil society
and the private sector. The PRO LGPN Programme also supported improvements in environmental
programming and monitoring systems, communication with citizens, and cooperation among different
levels of government.

Building on these activities, the PRO LGPN Programme launched a public call to support implementation
of environmental projects identified in local environmental protection plans.

Through this call, 18 LSGs implemented or are currently implementing environmental projects in
partnership with civil society organizations. These activities aimed to strengthen local capacities to
address environmental challenges through participatory approaches and improve transparency and
cooperation in decision-making.

In total, 27 unique LSGs participated in the PRO LGPN Programme’s Environmental Governance activities
through technical assistance, project implementation support, or both, as some LSGs participated in more
than one component.

Purpose of the Environmental Governance Recognition Award

The PRO LGPN Programme is introducing the Environmental Governance Recognition Award to highlight
and acknowledge outstanding local-level environmental governance initiatives. Three exemplary LSGs will
be selected through a competitive public call among 27 eligible participating LSGs, based on results
achieved, institutional improvements, and citizen and stakeholder engagement. Selected LSGs will be
publicly recognized for their effective and results-oriented approaches to local environmental governance.

The award is symbolic in nature and aims to showcase good practices and encourage continued efforts in
strengthening environmental governance at the local level.

As part of ongoing PRO LGPN Programme support, eligible LSGs are invited to submit information on
results achieved through the PRO LGPN Programme activities.

The purpose of this call is to:
e identify and showcase good practices and locally relevant approaches;
e support knowledge sharing and exchange of experience among LSGs;

e present key results and lessons learned at the event in June 2026.

The information collected will be used to reflect on overall PRO LGPN Programme results from a strategic
perspective and to inform future programming and knowledge management activities.

Description of Recognition Awards
The three highest-ranked LSGs will be granted symbolic recognition awards in acknowledgment of their
demonstrated commitment to strengthening environmental governance and implementing sustainable,

community-oriented initiatives.

The awards will be procured by the PRO LGPN Programme and distributed as follows:



1. First Award: An interactive solar bench, as a visible and functional contribution to public space,
promoting the use of renewable energy and environmental awareness within the community.

2. Second Award: An interactive outdoor touch device, supporting the integration of innovative,
energy-efficient solutions and enhancing public access to information.

3. Third Award: A garden maintenance tool set, encouraging hands-on environmental stewardship
and the continued care of green public areas.

These symbolic awards are intended to recognize outstanding achievements and further encourage the
adoption of sustainable practices and green technologies at the local level.

Eligibility

Participation in this call is limited to the 27 LSGs that took part in the PRO LGPN Programme’s
Environmental Governance activities:

BabuSnica, Bela Palanka, Bojnik, Bosilegrad, Brus, Cuprija, Kni¢, KnjaZevac, Kragujevac, Kraljevo,
Lapovo, Majdanpek, Mali Zvornik, Malo Crni¢e, Medveda, Ni§, OseCina, Prijepolje, RaZanj, Sjenica,
Svilajnac, Sabac, Tutin, Valjevo, Varvarin, VrnjaCka Banja and Zagubica.

These 27 LSGs are eligible to apply, regardless of whether they:
e received technical assistance;
e implemented a grant project; or
e participated in both components.

Each LSG may submit one application.
Submission Format

Eligible LSGs are invited to submit the completed Application Form in accordance with the instructions
below.

The Application Form must be submitted:
e in English;
e in editable format and in PDF format (signed and stamped);

e with both versions containing identical content (in case of discrepancy, the signed PDF version
prevails).

The total email size must not exceed 15 MB. If necessary, submissions may be sent in multiple emails,
clearly numbered in the subject line.

Evaluation and Use of Information

All submitted Application Forms will be reviewed by a Joint Evaluation Commission composed of
representatives of the UN Joint PRO LGPN Programme.

The evaluation will focus on:

e achievement of results;



e institutional improvements and sustainability;
e citizen and stakeholder engagement.

Projects that are still under implementation will be assessed only based on concrete and verifiable
results achieved by the submission deadline. Results not related to PRO LGPN Programme support will
not be considered.

In case of equal scores, priority will be given to the application with higher performance under the
criterion “Results achieved”.

The decision of the Joint Evaluation Commission is final and not subject to appeal.
Submission Deadline

Application Forms should be submitted electronically, by 3 June 2026 until 17.00, to email:
seemco.pro@unops.org

Requests for clarification should be submitted to the email address seemco.pro@unops.org by 26 May
2026.
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Evaluation Criteria and Scoring

The assessment of applications will be based on three main criteria designed to capture the quality and
results of environmental governance initiatives supported by the PRO LGPN Programme.

The first criterion focuses on the results achieved through implemented activities, including tangible
and visible improvements in local environmental governance and environmental conditions. This covers
the extent to which planned activities have been implemented and translated into practical outcomes at
the local level.

The second criterion assesses institutional improvements and sustainability, including strengthened
internal processes within the LSG, improved coordination and decision-making, integration of
environmental considerations into local governance, and the likelihood that results will continue beyond
the PRO LGPN Programme support.

The third criterion focuses on citizen and stakeholder engagement, including the involvement of
citizens, civil society organisations, schools, utilities, and other relevant stakeholders in the
implementation of activities, as well as cooperation and communication with the broader community.

Together, these criteria aim to provide a balanced view of practical results, institutional change, and
participatory approaches in local environmental governance.



Each criterion is scored on a 0—10 scale, resulting in a total maximum score of 30 points.

Category

Criterion

Description / Indicators

Max
Points

1. Results achieved

1.1. Implementation
and tangible results

Extent to which the PRO LGPN
Programme-supported activities were
implemented and resulted in visible and
measurable improvements in local
environmental governance and
environmental conditions.

Limited or no meaningful results 0-2 points

Partial results, some progress but
inconsistent 3-5 points

Clear and visible results with good
implementation 6-8 points

Excellent results, fully achieved and well
documented 9-10 points

10

2. Institutional
improvement and
sustainability

2.1. Institutional
strengthening and
sustainability

Improvements in internal processes,
coordination, and decision-making within
the LSG, and the extent to which results and
practices are likely to continue beyond the
PRO LGPN Programme support.

No meaningful institutional improvements or
sustainability evidence 0-2 points

Some improvements, but not systematic or
not sustained 3-5 points

Clear institutional improvements and
reasonable sustainability prospects 6-8
points

Strong institutionalisation and high
likelihood of sustained results 9-10 points

10




3. Citizen and
stakeholder
engagement

3.1. Participation and
cooperation

Level of involvement of citizens and local
stakeholders (CSOs, schools, utilities,
private sector) and quality of cooperation
and communication during implementation.

Limited or no meaningful engagement of
citizens and stakeholders 0-2 points

Occasional or ad hoc engagement with
limited cooperation 3-5 points

Active and consistent engagement with good
cooperation and participation 6-8 points

Strong, continuous and meaningful
engagement with high ownership and
cooperation 9-10 points

10

TOTAL

30

Scoring Guide (overall result interpretation)

Score Range
26-30
20-25

15-19

Below 15

Interpretation

Outstanding achievement; exemplary case for recognition

Strong results with clear and visible outcomes

Moderate results with partial implementation and some evidence

Limited results or insufficient evidence of achievements
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